Host encounter and host compatibility are the main hypotheses proposed to explain uneven patterns of parasitism (Combes 2001; Gué gan et al. 2005) . These hypotheses suggest, respectively, intrinsic differences in exposure to infestations because of, for example, behaviour or ecology and uneven responses or 'tolerance' to parasites as a result of, for example, behaviour or immunology.
Uneven parasitism has often been related to immunology (Zuk 1996; Zuk & McKean 1996) . Nevertheless, the causal effect of host behaviour variability on the biased distribution of pathogens is a subject of increasing interest (Altizer et al. 2003) . As the first line of defence against parasitic assaults (Hart 1994), behaviour is strongly relevant in understanding parasitism (see Barnard & Behnke 1990 ). Most studies emphasize the impact of pathogens on host behaviour or antiparasitic features (Dobson 1988; Barber et al. 2000; Moore 2002; Thomas et al. 2005) . Studies on host behaviour as a determining factor in parasitism often report relationships between the timing of infestations and the seasonality of behaviour (Tinsley 1990). Nevertheless, 'permissive' exposure and behavioural inequalities at the between-individual scale still remain poorly studied dimensions of this question (Bundy & Blumenthal 1990) .
Studies on the link between host behaviour and parasitism use either direct or indirect methods. The direct approach involves, when possible, the use of antiparasitic treatment (Fox & Hudson 2001; Ferrari et al. 2003) ; otherwise real infestations are commonly 
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